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armed galleys, each capable of carrying two hundred
men, for the campaign.1 Three days later, he received
the Cross and the banner of the Church of Rome from
Clement VI's own hand together with the plenary abso-
lution granted on these occasions, and he was appointed
'Captain-General' of the crusade.2 The schedule of the
journey to the East was then drawn up with precision.
Humbert was enjoined to sail no later than 2 August, and
his arrival at Negropontis was fixed about the middle of
October. It was stipulated that his army should include
at least one hundred men-at-arms, maintained and specially
well-equipped at his own expense, and that he and his
followers should remain in the East for the duration of the
papal league with Cyprus, Rhodes and Venice. These
terms were unanimously approved, and active preparations
were started. When it was revealed that the equipment
of the fleet could not be achieved before 2 August, the
Pope willingly granted an extension until 2 September.3
In the meantime Humbert dispatched a representative, one
Nicolas d'Astribort, to the Republic of St. Mark to hire
transports for him;4 and the Holy Pontiff wrote to the
Doge announcing the crusade and asking him to facilitate
the fulfilment of Humbert's requirements.5 Other letters
were also issued from the curia to the Italian cities of
Genoa, Pisa, Florence, Perugia, Siena, Ancona, Milan,
Verona and Bologna urging them to contribute towards
the expedition.6
At this point, keeping to the chronological order of the
crusade, it seems desirable to give some consideration to
a document which has received much comment from
medieval historians. This is an apocryphal letter dated
1345 and addressed by King Hugh IV of Cyprus to Queen
Joanna of Naples.7 The King refers to a battle which took
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